
Graphic design & layout by digitalart@bigpond.com w w w . w a t e r f a l l w a y . c o mPrinted March 2011.  Electronic version available online @ www.waterfallway.com

More to explore…
Pick up one of our other Guides to help you explore our beautiful 
area further: Walking – Bellingen & surrounds, Arts Trail – Urunga 
Bellingen and Dorrigo, Scenic Drives – Driving the Bellinger Valley, 
Waterfalls – On the Waterfall Way. 

The Bellingen Birders
This brochure has been produced in cooperation with Bellingen 
Birders. This is a sociable and informal group which has a monthly 
outing (usually on the third Sunday of the month). 

For details phone Richard Jordan (02) 6655 9456 or Mandy 
Wright (02) 6655 7172. They are happy to answer any of your 
birding questions such as the best spots to find particular species. 
For those with 4WD vehicles you might like to search for the local 
population of the endangered Rufous Scrub-bird.

Birders are kindly asked to report to Richard or Mandy any 
unusual sightings, especially of birds shown with an asterix (*)  
in the list or which are not listed at all. Written records can be 
submitted to: PO Box 449 Bellingen NSW 2454 or  
richardandroz@wirefree.net.au

HOW TO get HERE
Waterfall Way connects the 
ocean beaches and the rainforest 
of Coffs Coast with the Great 
Dividing Range, Armidale and 
the New England Tableland. Find 
yourself in Australia’s best semi-
tropical climate, midway between 
Sydney and Brisbane on the sun 
soaked Coffs Coast.
CAR
Drive the coastal route (Pacific 
Highway) from Brisbane or 
Sydney or travel the New England 
Highway to Armidale and explore 
the chain of superb national parks 
bordering Waterfall Way en route. 
Combine an inland and coastal 
circuit from Sydney or Brisbane to 
enjoy this dramatic landscape and 
altitude change.

AIR
Fly direct to Coffs Coast Airport (20 mins from Waterfall Way) from 
Sydney, Brisbane or Melbourne.
TRAIN
Countrylink trains daily – stop at Urunga by appointment.
BUS
Sydney-Brisbane buses stop at Urunga. ByBus runs buses along Waterfall 
Way on Mon, Wed and Fri. Go to www.bybus.com.au

Sydney

Port Macquarie

Forster

Newcastle

Byron Bay

Coffs Harbour
URUNGA

Brisbane

ARMIDALE
DORRIGO

Tamworth
BELLINGEN

Visitor Information Centres
Bellingen Shire
Pacific Highway, Urunga 
Phone: 02 6655 5711

Coffs Coast  
Cnr Pacific Hwy & McLean St 
Phone: 02 6648 4990

Waterfall Way Centre
Hyde Street, Bellingen 
Phone: 02 6655 1522

Dorrigo Rainforest Centre
Dome Road, Dorrigo
Phone: 02 6657 2309

Dorrigo 
Hickory Street, Dorrigo 
Phone: 02 6657 2486

dorr igo  bel l ingen  urunga

w a t e r f a l l w a y
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North Bank Road to Bellingen
This is the best route for the birder from the Pacific Highway to 
Bellingen. Take the Bellingen turn from the highway then follow 
the route shown on the map to the start of North Bank Road. There 
are several wetlands both sides of the road – worth a stop. Look 

especially for Brolga and Black-necked 
Stork (Jabiru), and Chestnut-breasted 
Mannikin in areas of roadside long grass.

Once in Bellingen look for Square-tailed 
Kite cruising low overhead. Turn into Dowle 
Street (see detailed map) there is a grassy 
area on the left, just before the Christian 
Life Church. You will be amongst a colony 
of Grey-Headed Flying-foxes (often with 
a few Black Flying-foxes). Check out the 
information display then walk into the forest 
on Bellingen Island to look for rainforest 
birds. You might find Wompoo Fruit-
Dove, Barred Cuckoo-shrike and Regent 
Bowerbird when the fig trees are fruiting.

w w w . w a t e r f a l l w a y . c o m

Dorrigo National Park
Take the Waterfall Way climbing up the 
coastal escarpment towards Dorrigo 
plateau. Turn right 2 kms before town to 
Dorrigo Rainforest Centre. From here the 
short walk to The Glade is one of the best 
short rainforest bird walks in NSW. You may 
see, amongst other species, Pale-yellow Robin, Green Catbird, 
Paradise Riflebird, Grey Goshawk and Noisy Pitta. There are 
longer walks as well. Excellent maps of the tracks and advice are 
available at the Rainforest Centre, which is operated by the National 
Parks and Wildlife Service of NSW.

If you have time for a long forest drive and have a car with reasonable 
clearance ask at the Rainforest Centre about the ‘loop’ road in Nymboi 

Ebor Falls and Point Lookout
Between Dorrigo and Armidale you should stop at Ebor Falls. This 
is drier country and you will find some birds that do not occur 
closer to the coast, such as Red-browed Treecreeper and White-
eared Honeyeater. The lower picnic area is often the best for 
birding.

Further on take the left turn to 
Point Lookout (it also goes to the 
Trout Hatchery).Though mostly 
unsealed it is usually fine for 2WD 
and leads to a spectacular viewpoint 
looking over the forested ranges to 
the coast. In summer look for Flame Robin, whilst in the cold months 
the male Superb Lyrebirds are at the peak of their displays. They are 
tame enough for you to approach quite closely. Listen for the melodic 
‘flute’ call, which is special to the area, as well as a wide range of 
mimicry of other birds.

If you are driving on to Armidale look for TSR (Travelling Stock 
Reserve) signs on gates. You can enter here and the birding can be 
excellent as the habitat will be relatively undisturbed.

black-necked stork
A B C D E F G H J K L M N

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

PA
C

IF
IC

HIG
HW AY

GUY FAWKES

GUY FAWKES

RIVER NAT PARK

RIVER NAT PARK

CATHEDRAL

ROCK

NAT PARK

DORRIGO

NATIONAL  PARK

CASCADE
NAT PARK

BINDARRI

NATIONAL

PARK

ULIDARRA
NAT PK

JUNUY
JULUUM
NAT PK

BO
NG

IL 
BO

NG
IL

BONGIL BONGIL NA
TIO

NA
L P

AR
K

NATIONAL PARK

NEW  ENGLAND

NATIONAL   PARK

BELLINGER RIVER
NAT PARK

BAALIJIN
NAT RES

DUNGGIR

NAT    PARK

SOUTH
PACIFIC
OCEAN

O
rara

River

Riv er

U
ru

m
bi

lu
m

Nana      C
r eek

Wild

C
attle

C
reek

B obo

R iv er

B
ielsdow

n
R

iv er

R iv e
r

B lic ks

Bl i
ck

s

Nym
bo

id
a

Nym
bo id a

Rive
r

R
iv

er

River

R iv e
r

Fa
w

ke
s

G
uy

C
reek

C
re

ek

Pantons

B o
un

da
ry

R
iv

er
Pa

rk

D
ee

r

R
iv

er

L i
ttl

e

M
ur

ra
y

P ine

Cr eek

N
ev

er

Nev
er

C
re

ek

H
udes

C
reek

Bellinger

River

Kalang

Ri v
e r

Boggy

Cre ek

Ka lan
g

Rive
r

Co oks

Cr eek

Mis sabotti Creek

Bellin
ger

Rive
rC reek

Woods

Serpentine

Creek

Rive
r

St
yx

G
eo

rg
es

R iv e
r

Five

F iv e

D
ay

D
ay

B r
an

ch

N
ul

la
N

ul
la

C
re

ek
C

re
ek

C
re

ek

C
reek

R
iv

er

D
yk

e

D
av

e
C

re
ek

T hum
b

C reek
Taylors

Arm

Namb ucca

N
am

bucca

River

River

Bendinni

Sou th
Cr

Creek

Deep

Cr eek

Buckra

W
AT

ER
FA

LL

W
AY

The  Big BannanaSealy Lookout

Airport

Griffiths Lookout

Newell Falls
Sherrard Falls

Dorrigo 
Rainforest Centre

Never Never
Picnic Area

Steam Rail Museum

Dangar Falls

Kororo Nat Reserve

Natures Health Centre

Ebor Falls

Dutton Trout Hachery

Lanes Lookout

Bongil Bongil Picnic Area

Bostobrick

Cascade

Megan

Briggsvale
Brooklana

Ulong

Timmsvale

Lowanna

Coramba

Moonee 

Mid Sapphire
Beach

Beach

Korora

Muttonbird Islet

Muttonbird Is.

COFFS HARBOUR

SAWTELL

N
O

R
TH

COAS T

RA
IL

W
AY

Bonville

Boambee

Valery

Crossmaglen

Repton

Raleigh

Bundagen 
Head

Mylestom

Bellingen

Dorrigo

Rocky
Creek

Deer Vale

Ebor

Darkwood Orama
Thora

Fernmount

WATERFALL WAY

URUNGA

Hungry Head

Wenonah Headland

Valla Beach

SOU TH ARM

ROA D

Kalang

Hyatts
Flat

Bowraville

Missabotti

Valla

NAMBUCCA HEADS

Argents
Hill

Girralong

Thumb Creek

TO
 A

RM
ID

A
LE

 6
3K

m

TO GRAFTON

North 
Dorrigo

Dundurrabin

Tyringham

. Barren Mtn

Point Lookout.

.Monkey Point

Mount Moombil.

Bitter Vine Mtn.

CUNNAWWARRA

R
A

N
G

E

.
Mount Comara

C
O

M
A

R
A

R
A

N
G

E

.Mount Browne

.Mobong  Mtn

. Majors Point

.
Killiekrankie Mtn

Hernani

TO KEMPSEY AND SYDNEY

TO GRAFTON AND BRISBANE

COPYRIGHT        Cranglade Pty Ltd  2011

Norman Jolly
Picnic Area

TYRINGHAM

RD

BO
W

RA
VI

LL
E

RD

WATE RFALL

W
ATERFALL

WAY

W
AY

CCOPYRIGHT      2011 CRANGLADE PTY L TD trading as STEREO GRAPHICS
no part may be repro duced, stored in a re trieval system or tran smitted in any form o r by any means, elec tronic, photocopying , mechanical, record ing or otherwise with out the written conse nt of   CRANGLADE Pty Ltd.

Whils t  eve ry eff ort h as be en m ade t o ens ure t he ac curac y of 
this m ap, th e pub lishe r acc eptsn o res pons ibility  for a ny er rors or 

omis sions  whic h ma y be conta ined herei n.

17

78

78

78

1

171

i

Tourist Drive 16

(07) 3408 4225

TO
 G

UY
RA

C

NORTH
BANK ROAD

LEGEND
Information Centre
Accredited / Non accredited

Hospital..........................................

Caravan Park..................................

Public Toilets..................................

Picnic Table....................................

Lookout..........................................

Bush Walking................................

Canoeing........................................

Horse Riding..................................

Camping........................................

Patrolled Beach.............................

Airport............................................
Train Station...................................

i

N

E

S

W

COPYRIGHT©CRANGLADE PTY LTD 2011
(07) 3408 4225

wompoo fruit-dove

grey goshawk

superb lyrebird
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Binderay National 
Park, via Platypus Flat, 
Cascade and Megan. 
You can be assured of 
a good bird list.
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PIGEONS, DOVES
Dove, Rock
Pigeon, White-headed
Turtle-Dove, Spotted
Cuckoo-Dove, Brown
Dove, Emerald*
Bronzewing, Common*
Pigeon, Crested
Dove, Peaceful
Dove, Bar-shouldered

Pigeon, Wonga
Fruit-Dove, Wompoo
Fruit-Dove, Rose-crown*
Pigeon, Topknot

COCKATOOS, PARROTS
Black-Cockatoo, Glossy*
Black-Cockatoo, Y/tailed
Galah
Corella, Long-billed
Corella, Little
Cockatoo, Sulphur-crest
Lorikeet, Rainbow
Lorikeet, Scaly-breasted

Lorikeet, Musk 
Lorikeet, Little*
King-Parrot, Australian
Rosella, Crimson
Rosella, Eastern
Parrot, Swift*

CUCKOOS
Cuckoo, Pallid
Cuckoo, Brush
Cuckoo, Fan-tailed
Bronze-Cuckoo, H/field's 
Bronze-Cuckoo, Shining
Koel, Common
Cuckoo, Channel-billed
Coucal, Pheasant
NIGHTBIRDS
Owl, Powerful*
Boobook, Southern
Owl, Sooty*
Owl, Masked*
Owl, Barn 
Frogmouth, Tawny
Nightjar, White-throated*
Owlet-nightjar, Australian
SWIFTS, KINGFISHERS
Needletail, Wh.-throated
Swift, Fork-tailed*
Kingfisher, Azure
Kookaburra, Laughing
Kingfisher, Forest*
Kingfisher, Sacred
Bee-eater, Rainbow
Dollarbird

Detail of North Bellingen showing North Bank Road, 
Dowle Street and Bellingen Island

Detail of New England National Park showing Point 
Lookout, Wright's Lookout and Styx River State Forest
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B-SHOULDERED DOVE
crimson rosella

AUST. king-parrot
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EMU, MOUND-
BUILDERS, QUAIL
Emu*
Brush-turkey, Australian
Quail, Brown*
Quail, King*
SWAN, GEESE, DUCKS, 
GREBES
Whistling-Duck, Plumed*
Whistling-Duck, Wander*
Duck, Musk*
Duck, Freckled*
Black, Swan 
Wood Duck, Australian 
Mallard 
Duck, Pacific Black 
Shoveler, Australasian 
Teal, Grey 
Teal, Chestnut 
Duck, Pink-eared*
Hardhead 
Grebe, Australasian
Grebe, Hoary-headed 
Grebe, Great Crested*
SEABIRDS 
Shearwater, Wedge-
tailed 
Gannet, Australasian 
CORMORANTS, 
PELICAN 
Darter 
Cormorant, Little Pied
Cormorant, Pied
Cormorant, Little Black
Cormorant, Great
Pelican, Australian
HERONS, IBIS, 
SPOONBILLS 
Heron, White-faced 
Egret, Little 
Egret, Eastern Reef*
Heron, White-necked 
Egret, Great 
Egret, Intermediate 
Egret, Cattle 
Heron, Striated 
Night Heron, Nankeen 
Bittern, Little*
Bittern, Black*
Ibis, Glossy*
Ibis, Australian White 

Ibis, Straw-necked 
Spoonbill, Royal 
Spoonbill, Yellow-billed 
Stork, Black-necked*

BIRDS OF PREY 
Osprey, Eastern 
Baza, Pacific*
Kite, Black-shouldered 
Kite, Square-tailed  
Kite, Whistling 
Kite, Brahminy 
Sea-Eagle, White-bellied 
Harrier, Spotted*
Harrier, Swamp 

Goshawk, Brown 
Goshawk, Grey 
Sparrowhawk, Collared 
Eagle, Wedge-tailed 
Eagle, Little 
Falcon, Brown 
Hobby, Australian 
Falcon, Peregrine 
Kestrel, Nankeen

wedge-tailed eagle

BROLGA, CRAKES, 
RAILS 
Brolga*
Rail, Buff-banded 
Rail, Lewin’s*
Crake, Baillon’s*
Crake, Aust. Spotted*
Crake, Spotless*
Swamphen, Purple 
Moorhen, Dusky 
Coot, Eurasian

BUTTON-QUAILS 
Button-quail, Little*
Button-quail, Painted*
WADERS 
Snipe, Latham’s*
Godwit, Black-tailed*
Godwit, Bar-tailed 
Whimbrel 
Curlew, Eastern 
Sandpiper, Marsh*
Greenshank, Common 
Sandpiper, Common 
Tattler, Grey-tailed 
Tattler, Wandering*
Turnstone, Ruddy*
Knot, Red*
Sanderling*
Stint, Red-necked *
Sandpiper, Sharp-tailed*
Jacana, Comb-crested*
Stone-curlew, Beach*
Oystercatcher, Pied 
Oystercatcher, Sooty 
Stilt, Black-winged 
Plover, Pacific Golden
Plover, Red-capped
Plover, Double-banded*
Plover, Lesser Sand*
Plover, Greater Sand*
Dotterel, Black-fronted
Dotterel, Red-kneed*
Lapwing, Masked
GULLS, TERNS, 
NODDIES
Gull, Silver
Tern, Gull-billed
Tern, Caspian
Tern, Crested
Tern, Common
Tern, Little
Tern, Whiskered* eastern rosella

purple swamphen

Fan-Tailed cuckoo

Glossy Bk-Cockatoo

pacific baza
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PITTAS, LYREBIRDS, 
TREECREEPERS
Pitta, Noisy*
Lyrebird, Superb
Scrub-bird, Rufous*
Treecreeper, Wh.-throat
Treecreeper, Red-brow
Treecreeper, Brown

AUST. WRENS, 
PARDALOTES
Fairy-wren, Superb
Fairy-wren, Variegated
Fairy-wren, Red-backed
Pardalote, Spotted
Pardalote, Striated

SCRUBWRENS, ALLIES
Scrubwren, Y/throated
Scrubwren, White-brow
Scrubwren, Large-billed
Warbler, Speckled*
Weebill
Gerygone, Brown
Gerygone, Mangrove
Gerygone, White-throat
Thornbill, Brown
Thornbill, Buff-rumped
Thombill, Yellow-rumped
Thombill, Yellow
Thombill, Striated 

HONEYEATERS
Wattlebird, Red
Wattlebird, Little
Honeyeater, Striped
Friarbird, Noisy
Friarbird, Little
Honeyeater, Regent*
Honeyeater, Blue-faced
Miner, Bell
Miner, Noisy
Honeyeater, Lewin’s
Honeyeater, Y/faced
Honeyeater, White-eared
Honeyeater, Fuscous
Honeyeater, Black-chinn*
Honeyeater, Brown-hd
Honeyeater, White-naped

Honeyeater, Brown
Honeyeater, Wh.-cheek
Honeyeater, New Holland
Spinebill, Eastern
Honeyeater, Scarlet

CHATS, ROBINS
Jacky Winter
Robin, Scarlet
Robin, Flame*
Robin, Rose
Robin, Hooded*
Robin, Pale-yellow
Robin, Eastern Yellow

BABBLERS, WHIPBIRDS
Logrunner
Babbler, Grey-crowned*
Whipbird, Eastern

QUAIL-THRUSHES  
& ALLIES
Quail-thrush, Spotted*
Sittella, Varied
WHISTLERS &  
SHRIKE-THRUSH
Shrike-tit, Crested
Whistler, Golden
Whistler, Rufous
Shrike-thrush, Little*
Shrike-thrush, Grey

MAGPIE LARK, 
FLYCATCHERS
Monarch, Black-faced
Monarch, Spectacled
Monarch, White-eared*
Flycatcher, Leaden
Flycatcher, Satin*
Flycatcher, Restless
Magpie-lark
Fantail, Rufous
Fantail, Grey

Willie Wagtail
Drongo, Spangled
CUCKOO-SHRIKES, 
ORIOLES
Cuckoo-shrike, Bl.-faced
Cuckoo-shrike, Barred*
Cuckoo-shrike, W/bellied
Cicadabird
Triller, White-winged 
Triller, Varied
Oriole, Olive-backed
Figbird
WOODSWALLOWS
Woodswallow, W/breast
Woodswallow, Dusky

MAGPIE, 
BUTCHERBIRDS
Butcherbird, Grey
Butcherbird, Pied
Magpie, Australian
Currawong, Pied
Riflebird, Paradise

RAVENS, crows, 
MUD-NESTERS
Raven, Australian*
Raven, Forest 
Crow, Torresian
Chough, White-winged
BOWERBIRDS, PIPITS
Catbird, Green
Bowerbird, Regent 
Bowerbird, Satin
Pipit, Australasian

SPARROWS, FINCHES
Sparrow, House 
Finch, Double-barred 
Finch, Red-browed
Firetail, Diamond*
Mannikin, Chestnut-br.*
Goldfinch, European

MISTLETOEBIRD
Mistletoebird
SWALLOWS, MARTINS
Swallow, Welcome
Martin, Tree
Martin, Fairy

WARBLERS, THRUSHES
Reed-Warbler, Aust.
Grassbird, Tawny*
Grassbird, Little*
Cisticola, Golden-
headed
Silvereye
Thrush, Bassian
Thrush, Russet-tailed
MYNA, STARLING
Starling, Common
Myna, Common

brown thornbill

L. kookaburra

grey fantail

WELCOME SWALLOW

grey butcherbirdblack-faced CUCkoo-shrike

varied triller

pied butcherbird

satin bowerbird

mistletoebird

silvereye

red wattlebird

sacred kingfisher

golden whistler

rufous whistler

suberb fairy-wren

var. fairy-wren

WT–treecreeper

Eastern spinebill

rose robin

tawny frogmouth

azure kingfisher

Photographs in this 
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courtesy of Terry 
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and special thanks 
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